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THE 


DANGER 
OF.IHE 


Church of En gland, 


From: zl General Aſſembly of 


COVENANTERS 


Scotland, &c. 


T this. Repreſentation of the danger of the 


Church of England, ffom the Scottiſh Cove- 
nanters, we will make it appear, #ir(f, That 

they arezby their Principles, obliged. not 
only in Scotland to keep .up their Covenanted 
B Presbytery 


(2) 

Presbytery to the Heighth, but alſo to endea- 
vour to introduce the fame in the Kingdoms of 
England and Ireland. Secondly, That they are at 
this time able to proſecute thoſe meaſures, which 
were then followed for that effeft : And, thirdly, that 
they are moſt willing to trace the footſteps of their 
fathers, if the King interpoſe not his Authority for 
the protection of thoſe Epiſcopal Miniſters whom 
the Government hath not depriv'd in that Kingdom ; 
and for a Legal Tolefation, for the Exerciſe of the 
Reformed Religion, uhto all peaceable Diſlenters. 

For the firſt of theſe three. In the beginnmgeoof 
16 \Þ.'af the three Kingdoms enjoyed an Epiſcopal 
Government, and aCotrnmon Prayer, in the Church. 
In December 1638. the Scottiſh Presbyterians took 
both away in Scotland, without the King's: Authority. 
and in their having neither Biſhop nor Liturgy, they 
placed all the Reformation of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion. But they could not be ſecured of their being 
long without them, while the other two Kingdoms 
enjoyed them; and therefore when they Covenanted 
in Aug. 1639. in the very firſt Article of the Solemn 
League, in which they Swear to preſerve the Reformed 
Religion in the Church of Scotland, in Worſhip and Go- 
vernment, they likewiſe bind themſelves by Oath to 
Reform the Kingdoms of England and lreland, in the 
ſame Points, and to bring the three Kingdoms to tl 
neareſt conjuntion and uniformity in both. And wh 
- this Reformation of Worthip is, and by what Go- 
vernmentit is to be direted, which they vow to 


preſerve among themſelves, and to introduce among 
| | - US, 
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us, we cannot be ignorant, if we read the ſecond 
Article of their Covenant, where they Swear un- 
to an Extirpation of the Prelacy that is exerciſed by 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellors, and Commiſſa- 
ries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons, and all 
other Ecclefiaſtical Oficers depending on that Hierarchy. 
And what is meant in both thoſe firſt Articles, by 
their fincere, real, and conſlant Endeavours, to re- 
form the Worthip and Government of the Eng/i/h 
and 1riſþ Churches, according to the Pattern of the 
Scottiſh, is plain from the laſt Article, wherein they 
Swear to aſſiſt and defend all thoſe that enter into the 
League and Covenant, in the maintaining and purſuinz 
thereof ; and_that they ſhall not ſuffer themſelves dt- 
rettly mor indiretly, by whatſoever Combination, Per- 
ſuafion, or Terrour, to be divided from their Bleſſed . 
nion and Con junttion, whether to make defetion to the 
Contrary part, or to give themſelves to a deteftable In- 
differency or Neutrality in the Cauſe. 

To paſs from the conſideration of the Covenant 
it ſelf, let us ſee whar interpretation, tn this point, is 
given upon it, by the Solemn AQsof'their General 
Aſkmblies. | Ys 

That Aſſembly Convened at Glafgow, in the year 
1638. aſperſeth the Common Prayer of that Rirg- 
dom- with Popiſh* Errors and Ceremonies, grofs St _ a 
perſtition and Ilolatry';” ſcandalizertt' their Book of 
Canons, for eſtabliſhing a tyrannical | Power in the 
Biſhops ; and contlemns their Book of Conſeeration, 
for ſettling rem Sins. excons th the 
Church,contraty (as they Rlly* afficmJtp the'Ward of 
SLATES B 2 " God. 


es + - 


of 


Seſſ. 17. 


Decr. 10. 


Seſſ. 8. 19, 
Auguſt, 
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God. Again,in their Condemnation of the five Ar- 
ticles oi Perth, for obſerving the Feſtivals of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and his Holy Apoſtles, for pri- 
vate Baptiſm, Communion of the Sick, kneeling at 
the Scrament, 2nd Confirmation ; they inflict the 
Ceaſurcs of the Caurch not only on thoſe that Ob- 
ſerve them; but likewiſe on all thoſe that ſhall 
diſpute tor any of theſe Things. 

And a fortn.ght beiore the Covenant was autho- 
rized in. Scotland, in the year 1639. thele three 
Books, and five: Articles {but now mentioned) are 
rejeted by the General Aſſembly then Convened at 
Edinburgh, as the Cauſes of all the Evils of their 
Church, 

Yea, and when the Earl of Traquarr, -his Majeſty's 
Commitlioner, read. and'gave in his Royal , Maſters 


' Declaration, that his Conſent to this their Af, in- 


Seſſ. 23. Ang. 
30. 1639, 


ferred no obligation to aboliſh the Epiſcopacy and 
the Liturgy in Eng/and and Ireland; and when he re- 
quired to have this Declaration recorded among the 
Adts of their Qhuren, the Moderator (in the Name 
of his Brethren) . refuſed to grant. Warrant for re- 
cording, it, as not agreeable with a good Conſcience. 
Neither is it ſtrange that the New-ſworn Cove- 


nanters ſhould thus behave themſelves to that King's 


Commiſſioner, whoſe Declaration (read unto them 
in that very Seſſion) concerning his conſent to Preſ- 
bytery in Scotland, expreſſed his Royal inclination 
for Biſhops and Liturgies, when the aboliſhing 
of both theſe -in all. the three Kingdoms, was ſo 
chiefly intended by their Oath, that on ſuch an Abo- 
3 6 liſhment 
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liſhment they Propheſied to themſelves that Scot- ſem. 4n/wer 
land and England ſhould become one ſtick in the Hand wad A. 
of the Lord, that it might come to paſs that the Lord's 29. 16 43. 
Jeruſalem in this Iſland ſhould be a City of trembling, 
and a burthenſome Stone to' all their Enemies round 
about. | : | 
King Charles the I. in his incomparable Book, 
contelſeth, That fo far reaſon of State did induce him, 
to approve the Government f the Church by Biſhops, 
above any other, as he found it impoſſible for a Prince 
to preſerve the State in quiet, unleſs he hath ſuch an 
influence upon Church- Men, and they ſuch a dependence 
on him, as may beſt reſtrain the Seditieus - Exorbi- 
tances of Miniſters Tongues ; who, with the Keys of 
Fleaven, have ſo'far the Keys of the Peoples Tlearts, 
as they prevail much by their Oratory to let in or ſhut 
out both Peace and Loyalty. This made him repent 
that he had confented to the taking away of 
Epiſcopacy in Scorland; and for this reaſon (among 
others) he would not condeſcend to take it away 
in England and Treland; whereupon the Scottiſh 
Presbyterians in their Zeal to promote this end 
of their League, I» the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and in the Name of their whole \National Church, 
which they repreſented, they made bold to warn 
his Majeſty freely, that the Guilt which cleav'd faſt 
to bis Majefty and his Throne, was ſuch as, if not 
repented of, could not but involve himſelf and his Po- 
fterity under the Wrath of the everliving God, for his 
then reſiſting and oppoſing their Cauſe, which (in their 
Opinion) ſo much concerned the Glory of God. And if 
| bis 


Ch. LF: 


Feb. 13. 1645 
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les Majeſty ſhould refuſe to hearken to their Counſel, they 
took God and Men to Witneſs, that they were blameleſs 
of the ſad Conſequences. In the mean time, they be- 
ſeeched his Majeſty to take notice that they were not 
Naggering, or fainting, through the diffidence of the 
ſucceſs of their Cauſe, and Covenant of the three King- 
Aoms. , 

In this hope of ſucceſs of their Cauſe, to get 
Presbytery ſetled in Eng/and and Treland according 
to the Covenant of the three Kingdoms ; when the . 
Duke of Hamilton engaged the Loyal Party in Scote 
land, for the preſervation of that King, Charles I. 
they remonſtrate againſt the Duke's Engagement , 
upon this very account, (among others of the ſame 
Nature,) That in the Declaration for it, no mention was 

Ulr.July 1648. made concerning his then Majeſty s giving Security by 
his Solemn Oath, under his Name and Seal, that he 
ſhould for Himſelf, and his Succeſſors, give his Royal 
Aſſent for enjoyning Presbyterian Government i» both 
Kingdoms,and that he ſhould never endeavour any change 
thereof. 

This Remonſlrance againſt Duke Familton's 
Engagement, gave them the Name of Remonſtrators, 
when but a. few among them were called Publick 
Reſolutioners, becauſe of their complying with the 
publick Reſolves of the Loyal Party : Bur leſt it 
ſhould not be a ſufficient ſulfilment of the laſt Article 
of their Covenant againſt Neutrality in this Cauſe, 
that they make ſuch a .Declaration to their Brethren 
at home; they therefore ſend another (the very 

Aug.12. 1641. next day} to their Brethren here in England, That 

when 
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when they conſidered what great expence of Blood and 
Pains theſe Kingdoms had been at for bringing their 
Work of Reformation to ſuch a length; and confidering 
his then Majeſty's adhering to Epiſcopacy,they truft that 
ſecurity would be Frogs; from his Majeſty, for Re- 
ligion, before he ſhould be brought to one of his Foaſes 
in or near about London, with Fnour, Freedom, or 
Safety. And but ten days after this Declaration to the 
Covenanters here in England, they ſend a Letter to 
that King himſelf in which Letter (by them called 
their Humble Supplication,) they tell him, That zt aug.1.. 1643. 
had been his Wiſtlom in all that had befallen him, to 
read the righteous Hand of the Lord, writing bitter 
things againſt him, as for all his provocations ; ſo eſpe- 
cially for his having refiſted their Work. And their 
Work which that bleſſed King refed, was their 
ſettling of Presbytery in Eng/and; for which re- 
ſiſtance, they (according to their Covenant) got 
him put to Death. 

Yea, aſter the Murder of this Royal Martyr, 
they in their Covenanted Zeal for Presbytery, here 
in England, declare to his Son, Ring Charles the II. 
that his adhering to Epiſcopacy, and the Common ,,,. .... 
Prayer, in the three Kingdoms, was nothing elſe but 
to oppoſe the Kingdom of the Son of God, and to Refuſe 
that Chriſt ſhould Reign over him and his Kingdoms, 
yy pure Ordinances of Church-Government and Wor- 

7 | 

Thus it does appear from the Covenant and 
Ads of Aſſemblies, that the Scoz#ifþ Covenanters 
are, by their Principles, obliged to introduce the 

Presbyterv 


St. And. 29. 


July. 


1642, 
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Presbytery of Forty Eight into the Kingdoms of 
England and Ireland. 

In the ſecond place, the Scortz/þ Covenanters are 
able at this time to pat in practice thoſe Methods for 
introducing; their Pr2sbytery among us in England, 
which were projecnted i: the late times for that 
end. Ads and Letters, recorded in the Regiſters of 
the Aſſemblies of thoſe Days, make this evident, 
beyond diſpute; which for that purpoſe we ſhall 
at large ſet down. 

And firſt the Scorr:/} Covenanters may write in 
their Letter.of Thanks to this King for their own 
Presbytery, their preſſing Remonſtrance- to have 
it here among us; as well as their Forefathers writ 
it to King Charles I, under this Title: 


To the King's moſt Excellent Ma- 
jclty: The Hearty Thanks- 
giving, and Humble Petition of 
the General Afembly of the 
Kirk of Scotland. 


DR Hearts were filled with Joy aud Glanlneſs at 

the hearing of your Majeſtys Letter, which was 

read once and again in the Face of the Aſſembly ; every 
Line almoſt expreſſing ſuch Aﬀettion to the - Reformed 
| (a) 


(9) 


(a)Religion,and ſuch Royal care of us,as we could reqnire (4) TheKing's 
from a Chriſtian Prince ; or requirinz fo neceſſary Dur Sg poous : 
ties from us, as we are bound to perform as Minſters this, Where 
of the Goſpel, and Chriſtian Subjetts ; for which, as ap ple 
Solemn thanks were given by the Moderator of the endexuour aRe- 
Aſſembly, ſo do we al! with one woice, in all Humility, formation in « 
preſent unto your Majeſty ihe thankfulneſs of our Hearts, = _ — 
with our earneſt Prayers unto God, for your Majeſty's Reformation is 
Proſperity, and the Peace of your Kingdoms, that your (4, we ve- 

. | ſolve, with that 
Majeſty may be indeed a Nurſing Father to all the Kirks Authority where 
of Cbrilt in your Majeſty's Dominions, and eſpecially to with God hath 
the Kirk of Scoddand; promiſing our moſt hearty En- ,;, 9 
deavours, by Dottrine and Life, to advance the Goſpel defend it in 
of Chrilt, and to keep the People in our charge in Unity - _- and Li- 
and Peace, and in all Loyalty and Obedience to your Ces 
Majeſty, and your Laws. Tour Majeſty's Commands to 
your Commiſſioner to receive from us our juſt and rea- 
ſonatle defires, for what may further ſerve for the good 
of Religion here; the Favours which we have recerved 
already ; and your Majeſty's defire and delight to do 
Good, expreſſed in your Letters; are as many encourage- 
ments to us to take the boldneſs, in all Humility, to 
preſent unto your Majeſty, one thing, which for the pre- 
ſent is the chiefeſt of all our deſires, as ſerving moſt for 
the Glory of Chriſt, and that is, the Unity in Religion 
and Uniform:ty in Church-Governmeat ; which we hane 
preſſed as a Meen of a firm and durable Union be- 
twixt the two Kingdoms ; and without which, former 
experiences not only put us out #4 hope long to exjoy thePu- 
rity of tkeGoſpel with Feace ; but have alſo readred the 
Reaſons of our [Tope and Confidence, as from other Con- 

C federations 
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fiderat ions, ſo from your Majeſty's late Letter to this 
Aſſembly, that you will be pleaſed to ſettle this Bleſſed 
- Reformation. And therefore we your Majeſty's moſt 
loving Subjects, in the Name of whole Kirk of Scotland, 
; (b)lt's ſtrange repreſented by us, (b) upon the Knees of our Hearts, 
_— do moſt humbly and earneſtly bez, That your Majeſty 
pray to an # the depth of your Royal Wiſdom, and from your 
earthly Prince affeftion to the True Religion, and the Peace of your 
—_ _— Kingdoms, may be moved to conſider, that the God of 
Hearts, will ZZeaven and Earth is calling for this Reformation at 
——_—_ = your Hands; and that as you are his Vicegerent, ſo 
Bodies in their you may be his prime Inſtrument in it. If it ſhall pleaſe 
Prayers atthe the [.ord (which is our defire and hope) that this Bleſſed 
Sacrament. 1Jity inReligion,andUniformity inGovernment ſhall 
be brought obout, your Majeſty's Conſcience, in perfors 
ming, ſo great a duty, ſhall be a well-ſpring of Comfort 
to your ſelf, your Memory fhall be a ſweet ſavour, and 
your Name renowned to all following Generations ; and 
if the unhappy Commotions and Diviſions ſhall end in 
this Peace and Unity, then it ſhall appear in the Pro- 
wvidence of God, they were but the noiſe of many Waters, 
and the woice of a great Thunder before the woice of 
Flarpers, harping with their Harps, which ſhall fill 
the whole Iſland with Melody and Mirth, and the 

Name of it ſhall be, The Lord is there, 
This is the exa&t tranſcript of that Aſſembly's 
Supplication to King Charles the I. only that for 
Brevity ſome Perſonal things relating to his then 
Majeſty, and the then Parliaments Declaration are 


omitted becauſe they do not quadrat with the times. 


In 
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In the ſecond place, the Scotti/h Covenanters 
keep the ſame correſpondence with their Brethren 
here, as was kept in the days of their Forc{athers : 
And accordingly (as was done in the late times) 
grant to thisetfe&t, and in this manner - 


A Commiſſion for thoſe that pai. au 
repair to the Kingdom of Eng- IT 


land, 


1 HE General Aﬀembly of the Kirk of Scotland, 

finding it neceſſary to ſend ſome Godly and 
Learned of this Kirk to the Kingdom of England, ro 
the effeft underwritten. Therefore gives full Power 
and Commiſſion to Mr. &c. (a) Miniſters, and to D. (mn in this 
M. E. or L. Elders, or any three of them, whereof two Mis.Tokn chav 
ſhall be Miniſters, to repair to the Kingdom of England, is Miniſter, 
aud there to deliver the Declaration ſent unto the Par- = bogs ye 


liament of England, and the Letter ſent unto the Grace the 


Aſſembly of Divines now ſitting in that Kingdom. And Yuke, whe 


to propoſe, conſult, treat and conclude with that Aſſem- Ro muta - 
bly, or any Commiſſioners deputed by them, or any Com-'4 Laick join'! 
mittees or Commiſſioners deputed by the Houſes of ** <9unc.l 
Parliament, in all Matters which may further the 


Union of this Iſland,in one Form of Kirk-Governmentr, 
C2 one 
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[ 
ib) And tho' ge (b) Confe fon of Faith, one Catechiſm, and one Dis 
7 odor rectory for the Worſhip of God, accoraing to the In- 
avows theK's. ſkruttions which they have received from the Aſſembly, 
CEN 4, Or ſhall rece:ve from time to time hereafter, from the 
not own, yet (C) Cemmiſſioners of the Aſſembly depured for that effett : 
OY OY Wit! ' Power alſo to them, to convey to Flis Majeſty the 
plaiſance with 1197Þle anſwer ſent from this Aſſembly to His Majeſties 
Eneland. Leiter, by ſuch occaſion as they ſhall think convenient, 


(c) The Coin- 12d generally Authorizeth them to do all things which 
Kir!c, is the way further the ſo much defired Union, and neareſt 


PR Conjunttion of the Churches of Scotland and England, 

General AC- conform to their Inſtruttions before-mentioned. 

lembly, which 

aqua atars And if our Presbyterians here in Eng/and, ſhould 

ſembly does entertain the correſpondence ſo far, as to Petition 

nor ies in any Letter, the concurrence of their Covenanted 
Brethren in Scotland, then, in that caſe, they pro- 
bably will return ſuch an anſwer, as was return'd 
to our EngliſhgPresbyterians by the Scottiſh, in the 


year 1642. Dated at St. Andrews, July 22. 


Right Reverend and Beloved in 
the Lord Jeſus. 


Our Letters which came unto our Hands ſo ſea 
ſonably, was not only acceptable unto us, but 


hath alſo encouraged us to renew, both to the Kings 
Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, and the FHuuſes (a) of Parliament, the de-(3) Intheir 


, | . -Declaratio 
fires of the Commiſſioners of this Ktn Aom tor Cntty 2 
| to the Houſes 


in Religion. We canuot be 1ynorant, but the oppoſition of Parliament, 


frem, Satan and Worldly Mn, in: Kirk and | olicy. a pear "TM 
will jtill be vehement as it hath been already, but we theo hub 
are confident, through car Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the now ſme com- 
pravers and endeavours of the Gidly of both Kingdoms, Eno ; 
will bring the Work t9a wiſhed and bleſſed iſſue. This which wil w_ 
e remove, nll 


whele National Kirk is ſo much coucern'd in that Rt: for- fob. and hols 
. . . —_ * * . » * hu . [ % *#% . "jv 7 
mation and Un:ty in Religion in both Kingdoms, that all, the W or- 


without it we £:110t hope, for any long time, to Enjoy ſhig ct b1Name, 
ws ND - 1 . and the; VQ'WY = 
our Purity aad Feit, which hath cofF us ſo dear, and werrifyichtasj 


is nno 0:7 cherfeje Comport, ana greatejt Treaſure ;beſeuled accord- 
which 0:0 cauſe (beſide the Honour of God, and the bn pak ery 
Happineſs of the People of God in that Kingdom) more to biel. - 
detired of us than our lives) is more than ſufficient *r JS 
fo move us to contribute all that is in our power, for Fae}. 
brinting it to paſs. And ſince we have with ſo great 

liberty made our defires-and hopes known, both to King 

and Parliament, it is a duty incumbent both to you and 

us, who make mention of the Lord, and are Watchmen 

pon the Walls of Jeruſalem, never more to keep /i- 

lence, nor to hold our peace Day and Night, till the 
Righteouſneſs of.. Zion go forth as brightneſs, and the. 
Salvation thereof as a Lamp that burneth. And if it 

ſhall pleaſe the Lord to move the heart of King and 
Parliament, to hearken wato the motion, for which end 

we have reſolved to keep a Solemn Faſt and Humilia- 

tion, in all the Kirks of this Kingdom (the mean by 

which we have prevailed in times paſt) we wiſh that 


the Work may be begun with ſpeed, and proſecuted 
with 
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with diligence, by the joyut Labours of ſome Divines 
in both Kinzdoms, who may prepare the ſame for the 
view and examination of a more frequent Eccleftaſtical 
me ering of the be#t afetted to this Reformation there, 
and of the Commiſſiocers of the General Aſſembly here, 
that in the end, it may have the Approbation of the Ge« 
neral A{ſ?ritly here, and of all the Kirks there, in 
the beſt way that may be, we wiſh and hope, at laſt, in 
a National Aſſembly. Our Commiſſioners at Edenburgh 
(hall in our Name, receive and return Anſwers, for . 
promoting fo great a Work ; which we, with our Heart, 
and our Soul, recommend to the bleſſing of God. We 


continue, 
Your Loving Brethren, and 
Fellow Labourers. 


And although the Oath &@f Supremacy be in- 
conſiſtent with Scottiſh Presbytery, and hath been 
taken by many in this Kingdom of Exg/and, of all 
degrees and ſtations, yet the Scottiſh Covenanters,, 
for curing that diſtemper of Malignancy, - may” 
Inſtitute a Faſt, of the ſame nature, and for the 
ſame cauſes, as made their Predeceſſors do it in the 
6th of Augy/t 164. 2724 


AR 
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Act for remembring in Publick 
Prayers the deſires of the Af: 
ſembiy to the King and Parlia- 
ment, and induction of a Pub- 


lick Fatt. 


FI E General Aſſembly Heing defirous to pro- 

mote the great Work of Unity in Religion, and 
Uniformity in Church Government, ix all theſe three 
Dominions, for wiich the Aſſembly hath humbly ſup- 
plicated the Kings Majeity, and remonſtrated their 
defires to the Parliament of England, leſt they ſhould 
be wanting in any mean that may Ad'v.ince (o Glorious 
and ſo Good a Work, do Ordain, That not only the 
ſaid Declaration to the Parl:ament, and Supplication 
te the Kinzs Majeſly, ſhall be accompanied with the 
earneſt Petitions and Pravirs of the whole Brethren, 
in private and publick, fo: the Lord: Leſſing thereunto, 
according to the laudable cuſtom of 6ur Predeceſſors, 
who in the year of God i** 1, Ordains that the Bre- 
thren, in their private and jublick Prayers, recom- 
mend unto God the eſtate of 1/1 afflited ſtate of En- 
gland. But having juſt cauje of fear, that the ini- 
quities of the Land, which ſo much abound, may hin- 
der this ſo great a Work, doalſo Ordain a Solemn Faſt, 


Po 
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{a} For taey +o be kept on tht Secend (a) Lords Day of September, 
can Faton a- pg 0, = 1 pE. 

ny 42v 6. the or ti0C Cares aftcr ſpecifed. 

Week but on : 7 

brite ; 3e, Groeſs Ign:-.,uce, aud a!l ſorts of Wickedneſs among ſt 
th cre 4d : | | 

moe at's the greater ;.Þ.rr 3; Gecurity, meer Formality and Un» 
Patiion Week, fr ur fuluel among, the beſt, and Unthankfulreſs in all, 
they moſt then F J 

make their = . ; 

Chriſtnzs, and Te Sword rIg1ny throughout all Chriſtendom, but 


Eajter Dioner, ,,,/? Barbaroufly in Ireland, and daily more and more 
in ore, fo a- . <4 
void Saperſti- threatned. in England. 


£1011. 

That God may Gracioally bleſs the Supplication of 
the Aſſembly to the Kings Majeſty, and their Prepoſals 
to the Parliament of Engiand, for Unity in Religion, 

/b) And fome and Uniformity in Church Government, and (b) all 
of thoſe means ot her means 11 hich may ſerve for the promot img of ſo 
were the” Co. great a Work, and the advancement of the Kingdom 


venaated Ar- 
my againſt of Chriſt every where. 
, Ch. I. 


That Ged may powerfully overturn all Wicked 


(c) For in the pj, aud Deſigns of (c) Antichriſt, and his Fol- 


Diviniry of 6 : 
theſe Sling: lowers, and all diviſive Propoſals againſt the courſe 


every Biſhop of Reformation. 


15 a !!mb of 


Antichriſt. 


And ſince the Scottiſh Teſt hath produced in the 
Minds ot all their Nobility, Gentry, and the ſub- 
ftantial part of their Commons (out of the Fire 
Weſtern Shires) mighty averſion to ſuch a Faſt, yer 
the Scottiſh Covenanters, for having the more 


unagumous Concurrence among themſelves, to in- 
troduce 


27) 


troduce Presbytery among us again, they .may re- 
new their Solemn League, as it was for the fame 
effe renewed by the Aſſembly at Edinburg h. 


Sej. 6. Auguſt 8. 1642. 


Ads for Subſcribing the Cove. 


nanr. 


Tz General Aſſembly conſidering the good 


and pious Advice of the Commiſſioners of the coma with 
laſt Aſſembly, upon the 22d of September, thc Lord, which 
ſt meridiem, recommending to Presbyter jes to have 10" never be 
por meriaem, bs Y forgotten. Cen. 
Copies of the Covenant, to be ſubſcribed by every Aﬀem. Eden. 
Miniſter «t his Admiſſion ; doth therefore ratifie and 4%: 91643. 
- approve the ſame.. And further Ordains, That the 
Covenant be Reprinted, with the Ordinance prefixed 
thereto; and that every Synod, Presbytery and Pariſh, 
have one of them bound in Quarto, with ſome blank 
Paper, whereupon every Perſon may be obliged to 
Subſcribe : And that the Covrnants of the $1 (11 aud 
Presbytery, be keeped by their Moderators Reſpective; 
| D 


f 
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Land. * © 
of es juties by their Principals, of Pariſhes by, 


their. Miniſters, with all carefulneſs: And that par- 
ticular account of Obedience to this Att be required 
hereafter, in all Vifitations of Pariſhes, Univerſities, 
* and Presbyteries, in all Tryals of Presbyteries, and 
Synods Book's. 


The General Aſſembly conſidering that the At of 
Aſſembly at Edinburgh 1639. Auguſt 30. injoyn« 
ing all Perſous to Subſcribe the Covenant, under all 
Eccleſraſtical Cenſure, hath not been obeyed; therefore 
ordains all Miniſters, to make intimation of the faid 
Ad in their Churches, and thereafter to proceed, 
with Cenſures of the Church, againſt ſuch as ſhall re- 
fuſe to Subſcribe the Covenant. And that exatt ac- 
count be taken of every Miniſters diligence heretn, by 
their Presbyteries and Synods, as they will anſwer te 
their General Aſſembly, | 

And if after the renewing of the Covenant, the 
Men of Honour and Conſcience will yet avoid the 
taking it, then in rhat caſe, the Scott;/h Covenanters 
may (as their Forefathers 1644. did befere them) 
get another Ac paſt, 


Againfl 


. > 4 
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Againſt ſecret DiſafteCters. of the: 
Covenant. 


H E General Aſſembly underſtanding that di- Jude 


| vers Perſons, diſaffetted to the Solemn League « 


and Covenant, of the three Kingdoms, do eſcape their _—_ the Po- 


Tuſt Cenſure, either by their private and unconſtant Fan 


abode, in any one Congregation, or by ſecret convey- quiſtions: 


ance of their Malignant Speeches aud Prattices, there- 
fore Ordains all Miniſters. to take ſpecial notice, when 
any ſuch Perſon ſhall come within their - Pariſhes, and 
ſo ſoon as they ſhall know the ſame, that without delay 
they cauſe warn them to appear before the Presbyteries, 
within which their Pariſhes lyes, or before the Com- 
miſſioners of this Aſſembly, appointed for publick af- 
fairs, as they ſhall find moſt convenient ; which warn 
ing, the Aſſembly declares ſhall be a ſufficient Citation 
wato them. And in like manner, that all Miniſters 
and Lay-elders, inform the ſaid Judicatories Re- 
ſpeive againſt every ſuch diſaffetted Perſon, altho 
without their own Pariſh, ſo ſoon as they (hall hear of 
them. And the Aſſembly Ordains the ſaid Commiſſio* 
ers, not only to proceed to Tryal and Cenſure of ſuch 
diſaffefted Perſons, but alſo to take a ſpecial account 
of the diligence of Miniſters, Ruling-elders, and 
Presbyteries, herein ReſpeQtive. 

D 2 Aſter 
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After the Covenant is thus renewed, and fo ri- 
g2rouſly enjoynd, matters at length are ripe for 
the Uniformity betwixt both Kingdoms in Church 

Government and Worſhip ; and therefore, accord- 
ing to the EfXample given to them 1645;the Scottiſh 
Covenanters may give out the1r 


Solemn and Scaſonable Warning 
to the Noblemen, Barons, Gen- 
tlemen, Burroughs, Miniſters 
and Commons of Scotland, as 
alſo to their Armies without, 
and within the Kingdom. 


This Warning was dated 12 Feb. Poſt meridiem, 
Seſſ. 18. and becauſe it takes up two Sheets and an 
half, in the Book of the Acts of their General 
Aſſemblies, and is therefore too long to be here in- 
ſerted verbatim, therefore (in their own Words) you 
may take its ſubſtance. 


(a) In defeat- 

ing two Ar- 

mies of K, Ch. A S for our part, our Forces ſent unto that King- 
< 


the Fi . : 
bone fo om (meaning England) i» purſuance of the 
by the M. f Covenant, have been ſo 2) mercifully and manif-ſtly 
ew . 
her ty * re aſſiſted and bleſſed from Heaven, that we have what 
perr. io 


—_—_ 7 OT 


s.anm— 


s. wen” 


vaC—_ 


yo_ OO 
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to anſwer the Enemy that reproacketh us \ concerning 
that bufineſs, and that which may make [riquity her 
ſelf to ſtop her mouth. But wvich is more unto us than 
all Vittories, or whatever Temporal B{gſſmnz, the Re- 
formation of the Religion in (b) England, and nifor- (b) Here is 


mity therein betwixt both Kingdoms (a principal end 2 an- 
- ' guage, and 
of the Covenant) is ſo far advanced, that the Engliſh hometohe 
Service-Book, with-the (c) Floly Days, and many ppm | 
other Ceremonies contained in it ; together with the (e - og 

Prelacy, the Fountain of all theſe, are aboliſhed and which they 
taken away. In this we rejoice, and will rejoice, that condemn > as 
oy (Ah, Superſtitious, 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is no loſer, but a Conquerour ; by their Act 

that his Ord:nances take place, that his Cauſe prevail-.*t the very 

next day after 


eth, and the Work of his Purging and Building the is warning 
Temple goeth forward,and not backward. But beſides was given, 13 
the defection of many of this Nation, under our Pre. d) Broke 
lates, from our firſt National! Covenant (a (in not forgote tirlt Covenanc 
ten by Grd, if not repented of by Men as well as for- they mean 

F that ca1l'd the 
ſaken) our later Vows and Covenants have been alſo ytional £0. 
foully violated, by not contributing our uttermoſt aſe venant, and 
hſtance to this Cauſe, with our Eſtates and Lives, and which wes 
. , | | fraim'd in K. 
by not endeavouring with ail faithfulneſs, the diſcos 5m V1. 


very, tryal, and deſerved puniſhment of all Malizaants. age. : -_ 
y NE Kean 


The duties of Humiliation, Repentance, Faith, Amend- can. 
ment, though the principal, yet are not all which are they mean 
required at the hands of this Nation. But let all P*ir GATE) 
SN League,which 
forts of people, both high and low, in this Kingdom, was not con- 
call to mind the Solemn Covenants, and p.y their Yows or that 
unto the moſt high ; and namely, that Article of our mens CS. 
(d) firſt Covenant, which obligeth us not to impede nor bur for all 


|; ; als the three Unt- 
hinder any ſach Reſolution, as by common conſent __ nf nee 
e 


( 22.) 

be found to conduce for the ends of the Covenant. 1s 
our laſt Covenant, there 1s another Article which we 
wiſh may be well rememberd at this time, namely, 
That we fhall ggſſiſt and defend all that enter unto this 
Leazue ant Covenant, in the maintaining and per- 
ſuing thereof, aud ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves, direttly 
or indirettly, by whatſoever combination, perſwaſion, or 
terrevr, to be divided or withdrawn from this Bleſſed 
7'..199 and Conjunition, whether to make defeftion to 
the contrary part, or to grve our ſelves to a deteſtable 
indifferency, or neutrality in this Cauſe; according to 
which Article, Mens reality and integrity in the Cove+ 
"nant will be manifeſt and demonſtrable, as well by their 
Omijhovs, as by their Commiſſions. Whoever he be 
th--+ will nor adventure his Perſon, or put out thoſe 
who are wnder his power, or pay Contributions for the 
maintenauce of the Forces, muſt be taken for a Mas 
li:nant and Covenant-breaker, and ſo involved both 
in the diſpleaſure of God, and Cenſures of the Kirk. 


After this Solemn warning is given by the Co- 
venanters of Sro/land, that it may have the better 
efſe& towards the overthrow of our Epiſcopacy, 
and thc aboliſhing of our Common Prayer in 
England, they may, after the example *of the Men 
of torty Eight, get an 


C239 
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AR, for, Cenſuring Miniſters for 
5 AS; L k Ack 9h 
; tir Silence, and not? ſpeaking 
-Againt.che' Corruptions of the 
TL 1me. 


TY Act of 4his Title was made in 
| the General Aſlembly, of the year 
1648, 'at Fdenburgh, 3 Aug. ante me- 
rediem, Sef. $6. And 1t particularly or- 
dains, That the main currrent of Appli- 
cations in Sermons may run alone, againſt. 
the Rvils that prevail at home ; and name- 
ly,. againſt the defeftion from the League 
and Covenant ; againſt the unlawful in- 


gagement 'in War, (a) and juſt Dectees (4) And by 


Eflabliſhed by Law, and'ugainft the Plots *,u4 "i 


LDecrees oven 


and Praftices of Malignants. Ard 1n the © Fkamon 
concluſion of this Act, ttiey O: dai, 79, 
That'in cafe any Miniſter for his freedom withou cicir 


con.ent, when 


of Preaching, ſhall be in the face of 'the ty « cer 


Congregation, or elſewhere, upbraidexd, rail- Cr orche 
; , | Covenant. 
ed 


(24) 
ed at, mocked or threatned, the Presby- 
tery of the Bounds, ſhall immediately pur- 
fue the Offendor ; and whoever he be, 
charge him jo ſatisfie the Diſcipline of the 
Church by publick Repentance, which if 
they do not, or refuſe to do,” that then the 
Presbytery proceed to Excommunication 
againſt him. 

And when the Scotti/þ Covenanters have pro- 
ceeded thus, our of Zeal for Uniformity of Pres- 
bytery in both Kingdoms, in imitation of what 


wasdone by their Predeceſlors, they can ſhew their 
Zeal in 


A Brothefly Exhortation from 
the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, to their 
Brethren in England. 


dated Auguſt 1649, Sefſ. ult. And paſlivg 
over the Preface thereof, which conſider- 
eth the Troubles which then oppreſt theſe King- 
doms, 


T* Exhortation of their Predeceſlors was 


nc att nd 
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doms, as Gods Judgments for the breach of t};cir 
Covenant, for Duke /{amilton's Engagement for his 

Royal Maſters Service, and for the (5) Liberty of (b) Which in 
Conſcience to Proteſtant Difſenters. And patling their Declara- 
over, that in ail theſe Troubles, the thing which yo rage thy. 
griev'd thgm moſt (to ſpeak jn their own Words) A Libersof 
was, That there was [Interruption in the building of $79, Scan- 
foi Tels ot Dao - n dal, Schiſm, 
the Lords {ouſe in England : And -paſſing over erefee, diſhs 
their Reproot to the Covenant-breakers, and their n-wring Gol, 
high Commendation of thoſe who kept it, the Ex- $ah*,u 
hortation to them here in England is in the laſt Reformation, 


Paragraph verbatim. Thus, —— 


 - As we ball ever (God willing) be mind. 
ful of our Duty to the faithful that adhere 
to the Covenant in England, having them 
always in our Hearts before the Lord, jo 
we deſire to be refreſhed with their Since- 
rity and Boldneſs in the Cauſe of God, ac- 
cording to their places. This is the time 
of their Tryal, and the hour of Temptation 
among them ; bleſſed ſhall they be who 
Jhall be found following the Lamb, and 
ſhall not be aſhamed of his Teſtimony. We 
know in ſuch dark Hours, many are drawn 
away with the multitude, when the Lord 


will again Purge and make White ; and we 
E doubt 
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d:wubt not but many ſuch are in England, 
whom the bold and clear Preaching *f Chrift 
may reclaim; much therefore lyeth upon 
the Watchmen at this time, that their 
Trumpet may give a certain and, diſtin 
found, warning and exhorting every one, 
as thoſe that muſt give account , and bleſ. 
ſed jhall thoſe Servants be, who ſhall be 
found faithful in their Lords Houſe, diftri- 
biting to his Houſhold what is meet for 
this Seaſon, and can ſay they are free from 
the Blood of all Men, having ſhewn them 
the whote Counſel of God, being in nothing 
terrified of the threats of their Adverſa- 
ries; and bleſſed and happy jhall that Peo- 
ple be, that walk in the Light, holden 
forth by them, and ſlay upon the Lord in 
this dark, time, hearkning to the voice of 
his Servants, and walking in the light 0 
bis Word, and not in the ſparks of their 
own, which will end in ſorrow. How unex- 
cuſable will England be, having ſo foully 
Revolted againſt ſo many fair Teſtimonies, 
which the Lord Chriſt hath entred as Pro- 

teſtaiions 
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teftations to preſerve his Right, in theſe 
ends of the Fanth, long ſince given unto 
him for his poſſeſton, and of late confirm: 
ed by Solemn Covenant. Chriſts Right to 
theſe Kingdoms, is ſurer than that he ſhould 
be pleaded out of it by pretended Liberty 
of Conſcience, and his begun poſſeſſion is 
more precious to him, than to be ſatisfied 
with a difhonourable Tolcration. A// that 
yet we have ſeen, doth not weaken our con- 
fidence of the Lords Gloriſying the Houſe 
of his Glory in theſe Lands, and of his Sons 
taking unto him his great power, and reign- 
ing in the beauty and power of his Ordi. 
nances in this land. His Name is won- 
derful and ſo alſo his Works, we ought not 
therefore to ſquare them according r0 our 
line, but leave them to him who hath the 
Government laid upon his Shoulder, all 
whoſe ways' are Judgnient, and whoſe ruling 
thefe Kingdonis' bad never yet reaſon to' de- 
cline. lt is good for us 10 be ſledfaſt in our 
Duty, and therein quietly to wait and hepe 
for the Salvation of God. The word of 

| = 2 promiſe 
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promiſe is ſure, and hath an appointed time, 
that he that will come ſhall come, and will 
not tarry. There is none hath cauſe to 
diſtruſt the Lords Word to his People. It 
hath often ts our Experience been tryed in 
the hire, and hath ever come forth with a 
more Glorious luſtre. Let not therefore theſe 
that ſuffer in England caſt away their con- 
fidence, they are not the firſt who have need- 
ed patience after that they had done the 
Lords Will. But let them ſtrengthen the 
weak, hands, and confirm the feeble knees, 
and ſay to the fearful in heart, Be ſtrong, 
fear not, behold your God will come with 
Vengeance, even God with a recompence, 
he-will come and ſave you. Now the Juft 
Jhall live by Faith, whereas thoſe that draw- 
eth back, or becometh luke-warm in the 
Lords work, his ſoul ſhall abhor them, and 
he ſhall ſpew them cut of his mouth. But 
we perſwade our ſelves of better things of. 
theſe our brethren in England ; and prayeth 
phat the God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus, - that great 


Shepherd 


(29) 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant, may make them 
Perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in them that which is well-pleaſing 
in his fight through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen. 


Theſe are the Methods taken by the Fathers, 
which rhe Children of the Covenant may uſe at 
tliis time for introducing (a ſecond time) their 
Presbytery among us. They may Petition the 
King that now 1s, for Uniformity in Church. 
Government in all the three Kingdoms. They 
may ſend up to our Diſſenters in Evzg/and, ſome. 
Commiſſioned to treat for that effet. They 
may encourage our Diſſenters, with their Letters, 
promiſing aſliſtance in that common concern. 
They may appoint a Publick Faſt ro amule the . 
people of Scotland, with the apprehenſions of 
Piety in the Work. After that, they may have 
the Covenant renewed, and diſaftcRers of that - 
Oath puniſhable. Then they may give out their 
warning to all ſorts of people among them, a- 
gainſt Neutrality, in the proſecution of this part 
of the Covenant. Then M:inifters tor - ſilence at 
this Neutrality may be inflicted with Cenſure. 
And after all, their Brethren in England may be 
exhorted to Zeal, and againſt . Toleration, And 
therefore nothing is wanted to repreſent the danger 
| of 
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of our Church.'of Emg/and, from the Stottiſh Cor 
venanters; but to demonſtrate in the concluſion, 
That as they are obliged by their Principles and 
Oaths to ruine her, and as they are able to follow 
(for that ct&&@) the Methods which their Prede- 
celſOrs took, fo they arc willing to do it. 

In the third place, Thar the Scotr:jh Covenant- 
ers are willing to ruin this Church of F»zlad ( by 
the ſame methods ) is evident from thc:r practices in 
theſe three laſt years. For they who from a Zeal 
tor the Covenant, ſo early petitioned the King for 
Presbytery in Scotland, will for the preſervation 
thereof addreſs to him 2gain, that it may beeſta- 


bliſhed in Fugland anc Ireland : They who after 


Sermons in their publick me*tings uſe to ſend up 


prayers to God, that the work which they have begun 
in Covenanted Scotland may be perfetted in the other 
two Kinzdoms; will not fail to fend up Commiſſioners 
hither tor that cffe&. They who laſt year procured 
from the Eſtates of that Kingdom aſſembled in Par- 
liament,thanks to the Rabble whom they themſelves 
had hunted our, againſt many taithfſul Miniſters ; 


willnor fail this year to promiſe their aſſiſtance to the 


Diſſenters here. They who have already kept a faſt 
in- Scotland for their falling from their firſt' Love 


( meaning their: Love'of Presbytery) will certainly: 


inſtitute anotherat 'this time, that the King «nqrhvs 
Kingdom may fall in Love with it too. ey who 
have refuſed to bapttze children when their Parents 


=y 


refufed to abjure the Scottiſh Teſt ( becaufe that ab- 
jures the Covenant )cannot but renew 'the ſolemn 


League, 
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League, and periecute thoſe who difaffeft it. And they 
whoſe Dodtrine hath been theſe two lalt years that 
che Scottiſh Nation hath.not ( under Biſhops ) heard 
the Goſpel theſe 28 years ; will not fail to exhort a- 
gainſt all Neutrality of Covenanters, and to cenſure 
thus their Miniſters who do not Preach againſt ſuch 
Defeftion. And after all, they who have already 
excited the Weſtern Zxalots of this Kingdom to affront 
the firſt Peereſs of their Nation, for inviting her late 
Epiſcopal Paſtor to Preach in her Graces Palace, 
(when ſome of their own number had declined to do 
it) are certainly averſe from all Toleration, even to 
peaceable Proteſtant Diſfſenters, 


od w_ — 


